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“Kathy is a strong team builder and her hands-on 

style delivers impressive results.  I’m confident  

she’ll bring new ideas, common sense and real 

leadership to the Stockton City Council.”

– Steve Bestolarides, Stockton City Councilmember 
and S.J. County Supervisor-Elect

The Economics of Lemons
A decade as a successful business owner and four 
years as Executive Director of the Downtown Stockton 
Alliance has convinced me that Stockton can realize its 
potential as a city that is safe, clean, energized by full 
employment and one where our children receive good 
educations.

Some say Stockton’s economy is a big lemon!
We’ve all read the headlines:  Stockton leads the 
nation in foreclosures. Even 60 Minutes reported on 
our status as ground-zero for the national crisis.   
We have a shortfall in our City budget of more than  
$20 million. It’s a sour situation for Stockton, indeed.

So, let’s talk about making lemonade.
We have made a significant community investment 
in our downtown, resulting in world-class venues like 
the Bob Hope Theatre, Stockton Arena and Ballpark 
that are being noticed nation-wide. We must develop 
a positive partnership with our management team to 
ensure that these venues are self-supporting and not 
a drain on our General Fund. We must change our 
City culture to be more customer service oriented, 
streamline our building and permits processes, and 
challenge each and every City employee to embrace 
the goal of becoming a user-friendly City. 

We must seek new opportunities to generate revenue.  
We were close on several occasions to selling the 
naming rights to some of our new venues. With 
150,000 cars passing by on I-5 each day, I believe 
there is still an opportunity for generating income to 
partially offset the debt on these facilities.

How can we speed our recovery?
We must take maximum advantage of new State 
and Federal programs to increase our First Time 
Home Buyer Down Payment Assistance Program. 
New, creative partnerships must be developed 
to help move the existing inventory of vacant 
properties and educate homeowners in how 
to avoid foreclosure. Neighborhoods currently 
punctuated by dying lawns and boarded windows 
will flourish again, as pride of ownership replaces 
blight with fresh paint and green grass.

It’s vitally important for our elected officials to keep 
the “big picture” in mind and long-range goals in 
our sights. The most enduring solution to our current 
City budget crisis is to increase revenue by getting 
our economy moving. We should fully engage our 
Economic Development Department and get them 
“off the bench” – we can’t wait for outside forces to 
improve the local economy. It is Council’s job to set 
goals and priorities and then hold staff accountable 
for results. Our focus must be on better – not just 
more – jobs for Stockton. Better jobs mean more 
dollars being re-circulated into our local economy 
and an increase in sales tax revenue to the City.  

Lemons?  I say Stockton is all about 
lemonade!
As your Councilmember I will listen and bring hands-
on experience, build community partnerships and 
manage our resources for maximum results.

That is my commitment to you. To get there, 
I ask for your vote on November 4.
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